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Perfectly Still No More: Unionists in
Confederate Northeast Florida
by T. W. Upchurch

After the war began + till I got away on the gunboat I
remained at home perfectly still .. ..
-Lewis C. Forrister, 1871 1
ames William Allen's career as a Confederate soldier lasted
only six months; he doubled over with a hernia and was
discharged on the last day of 1861. 2 His reaction to this medical
condition is unknown since Allen left no letters,journal, or public
pronouncement. Did he have dreams of military glory that were
squashed by his rather inglorious medical condition? After all,
Allen's unit, the St. Augustine Blues, had moved only 60 miles up
the road to Fernandina.3 He had not left his home state nor, we

J
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1
Note: The use of plus signs ("+") occurs in the original documents and was
presumably a form of shorthand; in that they do not interfere with either
the readability or meaning, they have been retained. Southern Claims
Commission, Claim #16162, Lewis C . Forrister, National Archives and Records
Administration, Records Group 217, claimed on December 5, 1871.
2
Compi!,ed Service Records of Soldiers Who Served in Organizations from the State
of Rorida, John W. Allen, National Archives and Records Administration,
Publication Number M 251, Record Group 360, 1861.
3
The St. Augustine Blues, more formally known as the Florida Independent
Blues, were enrolled in the Confederate army as Company B of the 3rd Florida
infantry regiment in August 1861. David]. Coles, "Ancient City Defenders: The
St. Augustine Blues," ElEscribano23(December1986): 65, 72.
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assume, had he fired a weapon except to practice his marksmanship.
However, judging by Allen's active role as a prominent Unionist
during the remaining three years of the war, perhaps he saw his
hernia as the equivalent of the "million dollar wound," a minor
medical complication that earned him a discharge from the
Confederate army and allowed him to return home.
After his short Confederate military service, Allen- emerged
as a leading Unionist in Northeast Florida. Federa1 authorities
appointed him postmaster of St. Augustine during the Union
occupation and he served with his father as a pilot for Union
military vessels sailing in and out of St. Augustine's historically
treacherous harbor. 4 Further, he was active in the failed efforts to
reorganize Florida as a loyal Union state beginning in late 1863. 5
In the post war years, he was an unsuccessful Republican candidate
for mayor and held a number of local offices. 6 Calvin Robinson, a
special commissioner for the Southern Claims Commission, and
himself a prominent Florida Unionist, wrote in 1872 that 'james
W. Allen is one of the best men in the city. Was perhaps the leading
Unionist of the place during the war." 7
Allen is a classic example of those Southerners caught between
two warring camps. Confronting them on one side were staunch
Confederates; those who had supported secession, who had
transferred their loyalty to the new Confederate state, and who
remained loyal to the Confederacy throughout the war. Facing off
against them were Southern Unionists who never waivered in their
4

5
6

7

Southern Claims Commission, Claim# 18,339, Estate of Ann Hurlbut, National
Archives and Records Administration, Record Group 217, claimed onJanuary
17, 1871. John Grant Forbes, a native of the city, wrote in 1821 that ships
drawing more than six feet of water could not enter the harbor safely because
of the sandbars. He states that the harbor was dramatically impacted by the
winds but he downplayed the breakers that surrounded the inlet, claiming
they were "not as dangerous as they appear.' James Grant Forbes, Sketches
Historical and Topographical of the Florida; More Particularly of East Florida (New
York: C.S. Van Winkle, 1821), Quadricentennial Edition of the Floridiana
Facsimile Reprint Series, (Gainesville: University of Florida Press, 1964), 88-89.
Newspaper clipping from an unidentified New York City paper dated December
23, 1863; Buckingham Smith Papers, New York Historical Society Library.
Allen served as city treasurer, county collector of revenue, and clerk of the
court. In 1873 he was appointed to the Board of Pilotag~. presumably an
important local post, given the erratic nature of the sand bars that plagued the
St. Augustine Inlet. Biographical File:James W. Allen. St. Augustine Historical
Society, St. Augustine, FL; St. Augustine Press, May 27, 1875; The Florida Weekly
Press, March 13, 1875; St. Augustine Examiner, October 4, 1873.
Southern Claims Commission, Claim #16,178, Emily Southwick, National
Archives and Records Administration, Records Group 217, claimed December
13, 1878.
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support of the "the old flag ."8 Certainly there were Unionists in
Northeast Florida included in this latter group; men like Andrew
Anderson and Buckingham Smith, neighbors in St. Augustine, who
left their homes and went to New York City to wait out the war only
to return when it had run its course. 9
Scattered between these antagonists were those Southerners
like Allen who were unable to unilaterally support either the
Confederacy or the Union throughout the war. Union Naval
Commander C . R. P. Rogers, discussing the mindset of citizens
of St. Augustine immediately after its occupation in March 1862,
stated "There are many citizens who are earnestly attached to the
Union, a large number who are silently opposed to it, and a still
larger number who care very little about the matter (emphasis added) ." 10
Out of this large group of Southerners boxed in by Confederates
and Unionists, a group that to Commander Rogers appeared to
"care very little about the matter," emerged individuals who, during
the course of the war, ultimately declared themselves as Unionists.
This article examines the experiences of self-proclaimed
Unionists in Northeast Florida, clustered in Nassau, Duval, Clay,
and St. Johns Counties. These Unionists stepped forward, often
belatedly, generally reluctantly, and surely cautiously, from the
larger group of ambivalent Southerners.11 The physical presence of
8

9

10

11

William G. "Parson" Brownlow, a mid-nineteenth-century journalist, minister,
and governor of Tennessee, offered a litmus test for a true Southern Unionist:
"Three features were essential for Brownlow: 'uncompromising devotion' to
the Union, 'unmitigated hostility' to the Confederates, and a willingness to
risk life and property 'in defense of the glorious Stars and Stripes'." Forrest
Conklin, "William Gannaway 'Parson' Brownlow (1805-1877)," in The Tennessee
Encyclopedia of History and Culture, ed. Carroll Van West (Nashville: Tennessee
Historical Society, 1998), available at http:/ I tennesseeencyclopedia.net/ entry.
php?rec=l50 (accessed February 1, 2014);John C . Inscoe, "Introduction," in
Enemies of the Country: New Perspectives on Unionists in the Civil War South, ed. John
C. Inscoe and Robert C. Kenzer (Athens: University of Georgia Press, 2001), 3.
Thomas Graham, The Awakening of St. Augustine: The Anderson Family and the
Oldest City, 1821-1924 (St. Augustine, FL: St. Augustine Historical Society,
1978), 94; Sitiki and Patricia Griffin, The Odyssey of an African Slave (Gainesville:
University Press of Florida, 2009) , 111.
Comdr C.R.P. Rodgers to Flag Officer S. F. DuPont, March 12, 1862, Official
Records of the Union and Confederate Navies in the War of the Rebellion [hereinafter
cited as ORN], I:l2, 595-597, quoted in George Buker, "St. Augustine and the
Union Blockade," El Escribano 23 (1986): 4.
David Brown uses the word "ambivalent" which is a useful descriptor for
this group of Southerners. David Brown, "North Carolinian Ambivalence:
Rethinking Loyalty and Disaffection in the Civil War Piedmont," in North
Carolinians in the Era of the Civil War and Reconstruction, ed. Paul D. Escott
(Chapel Hill: University ofNorth Carolina Press, 2008), 19, 31.
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the Federal army and navy was crucial in animating these individuals
to declare themselves loyal to the Union. Therefore, the physical
space in which Unionists found themselves had a significant impact
on when they declared and acted upon their loyalty. 12
This essay grows out of two separate but closely related strands
of Civil War historiography. One strand is the effort to define and
differentiate between Southerners who claimed to be "Unionists." 13
The other is to understand the motivations and experiences of those
Southerners who grappled with the nature and extent of their own
Unionist sentiments. 14 This essay concerns Floridians in Northeast
12

Brown speculates that if the piedmont had felt the "presence of the Federal
army and its destructive force" that many ambivalent North Carolinians may
have adopted a more staunch Confederate position. This paper argues the
that the presence of the Federal army did in fact motivate some ambivalent
Floridians to declare themselves Unionists.
Brown, "North Carolinian
Ambivalence," 30.
13 As to the definitional struggle, in (1934), Georgia Lee Tatum recognized that
there was an important distinction between Unionists, whom she described
as being faithful advocates of the Union throughout the war, and those
Southerners who were "disaffected." See Tatum, Disloyalty in the Confederacy
(Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2013 [1934]). Inscoe,
"Introduction," 4. Inscoe has noted that it is impossible to generalize about
the motivations and experiences of "true Unionists" because of the highly
diverse, "ever-changing" personal and local variables that influenced these
individuals during the war. Inscoe, "Introduction," 6, 3, 13. Margaret M. Storey
argues Alabama's unconditional Unionists made their decisions about loyalty
based on "kinship ties, neighborhood business and friendship relations,"
among other factors . Storey also notes that the Federal army's presence in
Alabama created the opportunity for Unionists to move inside Federal lines
for protection and other forms of material support; a similar experience to
that of Unionists in Florida. Margaret M. Storey, Loyalty and Loss: Alabama's
Unionists in the Civil War and Reconstruction (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State
University Press, 2004), 5, 11.
14 Robert Tracy McKenzie remarks that Knoxville residents, regardless of whether
they ultimately declared themselves Unionists or Confederates, shared much
in common: "Above all, both groups hoped to keep war from their homes ." He
contends many chose sides "begrudgingly and more or less privately, keeping
their sympathies to themselves and hoping to pursue business as usual. .. for
as long as possible." Robert Tracy McKenzie, Lincolnites and Rebels: A Divided
Town in the American Civil War (New York: Oxford University Press, 2006), 226227 . David Brown finds an "ambivalent majority" of Southerners wandering
between "enthusiastic (Confederate) volunteers" and "defiant Unionists ." He
argues that scholars have generally overlooked th~e "neutral" Southerners.
"A more sophisticated understanding of loyalty and dissent should recognize
the wide spectrum of opinion that was ambivalent, ambiguous, and subject
to rapid and frequent change." Brown, "North Carolinian Ambivalence," 8-9,
30, 19. Judk.in Browning notes that for Eastern North Carolinians "[l]oyalty,
however, was often quite fluid and driven by practicalities ... For these confused
people, the strength of their convictions rested on a sliding scale-liable to be
more pro-Union or pro-Confederate at any given time, depending on their
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Florida who ultimately described themselves as Unionists. It does
not attempt to challenge their definition of themselves but rather
allows these Southerners to define themselves. 15 These Floridians
shared with Unionists elsewhere in the South the desire to "keep
the war from their homes" that Robert Tracy McKenzie finds, the
"ambivalence" David Brown suggests, and the "confusion" and
"shifting loyalties" Judkin Browning identifies.
In the mid-nineteenth ce!!..tyry, Northeast Florida was defined
as Nassau, Duval, Clay, and- St. Johns Counties. Nassau County
occupies the northeast corner of the state and is bounded on the
north by the St. Marys River, a 130-mile long river separating Florida
from Georgia. Union forces used the St. Marys to penetrate into
the interior of the state. Fernandina, its primary town, was growing
in 1860 with a population of approximately 1,360. It served as the
eastern terminus of the recently completed Florida Railroad, the
first railroad to connect the Atlantic and Gulf coasts of the state.16
Duval County, with an 1860 population of 5,075, is bisected
by the St. Johns River, which was believed in the early nineteenthcentury to be navigable at least 150 miles into the interior of Florida.
The ability of the Union navy to use this river to penetrate far into
the peninsula of Florida had important impacts on military strategy
and in motivating some Southerners to pronounce themselves as
Unionists. Jacksonville, the county seat and largest city, is located
some twenty miles up the St. Johns River from the coast. Clay
County, further up the St. Johns River, had been created out of the
western portion of Duval County in 1858.17
St. Johns County is located south of Duval on the Atlantic
Coast; the only town of significance was St. Augustine with a
population of 1,940. While almost 300 years old at the start of the
war, the constantly shifting sandbars that guarded its inlet had

15

16

17

individual circumstances." Judkin Browning, Shifting Loyalties: The Union
Occupation of Eastern North Carolina (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina
Press, 2011), 4.
While not concerned with definitional issues, the Floridians discussed in
this essay are most closely associated with Tatum's disaffected Southerners as
opposed to her definition of "Unionist."
T.W. Higginson, "Up the St. Mary's," Atlantic Monthly, XV (September 1865) :
433. This publication is the annual edition containing each of the monthly
issues published in 1865 . Daniel L. Schafer, "U.S. Territory and State," in The
New History of Florida, ed. Michael Gannon (Gainesville: University Press of
Flo.rida, 1996), 219, 225.
James Grant Forbes, Sketches Historical and Topographical of the Florida, 54;
Schafer, "U.S. Territory and State," 219.
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already restrained the town's commercial growth . In contrast to
Fernandina, St. Augustine had witnessed an economic decline
during the 1840s and 1850s.18
Much of the economic growth of the region was attributed to
the timber industry. In 1842 there had been three steam sawmills
on the St. Johns; twelve years later there were twenty. Mills were
also located on the St. Marys and along the Amelia River in Nassau
County and the Black Creek in Clay County. Slaves constituted
some thirty percent of the population of the region. Daniel Schafer
argues that eastern Florida enjoyed more moderate race relations
than the rest of the state, perhaps influenced by the large number
of Northerners who had settled in Fernandina, Jacksonville, and
St. Augustine. However, John Bell, the Constitutional Unionists
presidential candidate in 1860, polled only two percent better in
the region than his statewide results of thirty-six percent.19
Stephen V. Ash provides a framework to understand the war as
it impacted civilians. He argues that throughout the South there
were garrisoned towns held as strong points by the Federal army.
Surrounding these towns was an area he describes as "no-man'sland," an area subject to Federal military control, but at the same
time, "unpacified territory, seething with hostility and guerrilla
violence: Federal authority prevailed only when and where
Union troops were actually present." Beyond no-man's-land was
the "Confederate frontier," territory that, while not occupied by
Federal forces, was subject to Union military forays: "Periodically,
Federal raiding parties would sweep through the frontier regions
on missions of seizure and destruction." Beyond the frontier was
the Confederate interior, country that was generally under the
control of Confederate military and political leaders. These areas,
garrisoned towns, the Confederate frontier, and no-man's-land,
constantly shifted as military leaders made strategic and tactical
decisions to win the war or to not lose it. 20

18

19

20

Eric Paul Totten, "The Ancient City Occupied: St. Augustine as a Test Case for
Ste phen Ash 's Civil War Occupation Model" (MA thesis, U niversity of Central
Florida, 2011) , 63-64, 22.
Schafer, "U.S. Territory and State," 219, 224. Totten, "The Ancient City
Occupied," 23. "1860 Presidential General Election Results-Florida," Dave
Leip's Atlas of U.S. Presidentia/Elections, http: / / uselectionatlas.org/ RESULTS/
state.php?year=l860&fips=l2&f=O&off=O&elect=O (accessed May 23, 2013).
Stephen V. Ash , When the Yankees Came: Conflict and Chaos in the Occupied South,
1861-1865 (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1995), 92 , 99 .
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Ash's model applies to Northeast Florida with the establishment
of Federal garrisons at Fernandina, Jacksonville, and St. Augustine
in March 1862. Fernandina and St. Augustine were held
throughout the remainder of the war and, for many Unionists,
became havens from Confederates. However, Jacksonville was
abandoned by Union forces shortly after its capture. This decision
had dramatic implications for the city's Unionists who believed
themselves redeemed by the Union gunboats. The city would be
reoccupied twice more before its final occupation by Federal forces
in February 1864. 21
Unionists lobbied for the Federal army to establish additional
garrisons to protect them and their property. In 1864, Federal
army units took lumber from Robert Germond's sawmill on the
Confederate frontier of Nassau County. Germond feared, correctly
as events ultimately unfolded, that Confederates would destroy
his remaining property without a continuing Federal military
presence. 22
Unless he [referring to the commanding Federal officer]
left a force there to protect me + my property I had then it
would be destroyed by the rebels. He then+ there assured
me that [the Federal military] had already decided to build
a fort there + establish a post there which was not done .
Hence all the lumber that I had left there was burned by
the rebels . ... 23
The Federal garrison at St. Augustine played an important
role in the story of James W. Allen, who was first a twenty-seven
year old Confederate private and later a leader among Unionists
in East Florida. St. Augustine witnessed the rage militaire that ran
wild throughout the country in the years leading up to the war.
Thomas Graham described local sentiment when the local militia,

21

22

23

The second occupation ofJacksonville occurred in October 1862 and the third
in March 1863. Daniel L. Schafer, Thunder on the River: The Civil War in Northeast
Florida (Gainesville : University Press of Florida, 2010), 118, 143, 179.
Southern Claims Commission, Claim #18,354, Robert Germond. National
Archives and Records Administration, Records Group 217, claimed December
4, 1876.
Ibid. Had Federal forces established a garrison at Kings Ferry (the location of
Germond's sawmill), it would have changed the physical space of Northeast
FloFida by creating a new garrison in what had been the frontier. Therefore,
the physical dimensions of the surrounding no-man's land (if any), the frontier
and the interior would have shifted accordingly.
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the St. Augustine Blues, was organized in May 1860. 24 Spoiling for a
fight, "Some said jokingly that Yankees would not fight since every
Northern traveler they had ever seen was too busy coughing to
hold a rifle!" After Lincoln's election, homemade secession flags
flew from roofs around the little town and citizens wore "secession
cockades" on their lapels. 25
Francis Fleming, a Civil War veteran and later governor of
Florida, described the early months of the war in St. Augustine in
his 1881 account of his deceased brother's Civil War service. He
paid tribute to the "ladies of St. Augustine," who had not only sewed
a simple uniform for each member of the company, but shared the
company of young soldiers including "an evening entertainment,
or a moonlight promenade ... (this) was indeed the poetry of war;
and the only wounds received by the company were from the
arrows of Cupid, who at that time was the successful rival of Mars."
Allen's company, the St. Augustine Blues, escorted Fleming's
company from town as "quantities of flowers were showered upon
the command as they filed through the streets." Fleming further
described the "grand ovation" that occurred as the company made
its way to Virginia: "Flowers were showered upon the soldiers by
fair hands at many points along the route, and banners waved,
while cheer upon cheer rent the air with every demonstration of
enthusiasm as the crowded cars rolled on." 26
Perhaps the bestexplanationfor Allen'sseeminglycontradictory
actions is that in 1860-1861 he was swept up in the excitement of
24

25
26

David Coles suggests the military company was organized in response to
the growing sectional crisis that had been accelerated by the failure of the
Democratic Party to nominate a candidate acceptable to both Northern and
Southern Democrats at the convention in Charleston, held April 23-May 3,
1860. Coles, "Ancient City Defenders," 65. However, the regimental flag, now
in the custody of the Museum of the Confederacy in Richmond, Virginia,
states the unit was organized on July 15, 1854.
Graham, The Awakening of St. Augustine, 88-89.
Francis P. Fleming, Memoir of Capt. C. Seton Fleming of the Second Florida Infantry,
C.S.A. (Jacksonville, FL: Times-Union Publishing House , 1881), 26, 30.
Yael A. Sternhell describes how communities all over the South held public
demonstrations and ceremonies as Confederate troops left their homes for the
front. She also describes the overwhelming reception troops received along
the way; quoting Thomas Goree: "At every depot the ptatform was crowded
with men, women & children & Negroes to welcome the troops. Every lady
almost had a bouquet for a soldier. I received several. In the country, as we
passed houses, the men would hurrah, and wave their hats, the Ladies their
handkerchiefs, and the children their flags ." Yael A. Sternhell, Routes of War:
The World of Movement in the Confederate South (Cambridge, MA: Harvard
University Press, 2012), 18-21.
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the war. However, at some point he set aside his passions and
embraced Unionist sentiments. This shift was made easier in that
his parents were avowed Unionists. His father, Darius, was a Rhode
Islander and had lived in St. Augustine since 1830, when he was
27 years of age. Variously listed as a carpenter and a ship's captain,
he professed to have voted against the secession candidate to the
Florida Convention and to have couvinced his employees to do the
same. He also piloted Union__Il).ilitary ships between St. Augustine
and Hilton Head and carried dispatches for the military. 27
It is certainly a plausible explanation to view James Allen as a
nineteenth- century prodigal son, returning to his Unionist family
roots after a dalliance at playing soldier. Yet it is also conceivable
that he struggled with issues of loyalty throughout the war, despite
his public declaration as a Unionist. The Federal navy's capture of
St. Augustine in March 1862, less than three months after James'
discharge, allowed him to step forward and act upon his Unionist
sentiment in an essentially risk-free environment. St. Augustine
remained a Unio~ garrison for the remainder of the war and
thus, as a Unionist, James Allen and his parents lived under the
protection of that army.
Darius Allen had another son, Daniel, whose story complicates
our understanding of the Allen family. At the age of eighteen, in
May 1862, he joined Company A of the Second Florida Cavalry
and brought with him his own- horse and "horse equipment." 28
His enlistment occurred a full five months after James had been
discharged and two months after the Federal army occupied St.
Augustine. His unit was the primary Confederate presence in East
Florida during the war and at times operated on the outskirts of St.
Augustine. 29
27
28

29

Claim of Estate of Ann .H urlbut.
The first Confederate Conscription Act was passed on April 16, 1862 and
thereby forced young men and their families to face their ambivalence about
the war. However, in that Darius presumably resided with his parents in
the Federal garrison town of St. Augustine, it would seem he was immune
to the impact of this new law. A more compelling explanation for Daniel's
decision to join the Confederate army may stem from his quest for "honor,"
"martial glory," "personal ambition," and "an opportunity to grow up." Peter
S. Carmichael, The Last Generation: Young Virginians in Peace, War, and Reunion
(Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2005), 121-122, 128, 145.
Compiled Service Records of Soldiers Who Served in Organizations from the State
of Florida, Daniel Allen, National Archives and Records Administration,
Publication Number M 251, Record Group 360, 1862. David W. Hartman and
David Coles, comp., Biographical Roster ofFlorida's Confederate and Union Soldiers,
1861-65 (Wilmington, NC: Broadfort Publishing Company, 1995), 1407.
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Confederate army officials listed Daniel as a deserter within
a month of his enlistment, although he "returned to duty from
desertion" in August. Later he served as the colonel's orderly
before being listed as "absent without leave" and later as having
"deserted to the enemy" in late January 1864. By November 1864,
he had taken the Oath of Allegiance to the United States. 30
It is difficult to describe Daniel as either a committed
Confederate or Unionist. His eighteen-month service in the
Confederate cavalry, punctuated by a three month unauthorized
absence from his unit and ending with a final desertion and an
oath to the United States, compellingly illustrates this young
man's personal conflict. 31 He renounced the Confederacy but his
Unionist sentiments differed from those of his parents and older
brother. It is not known if Daniel ever declared himself a Union
man in the overt sense his parents and older brother did; like
James, Daniel left no written record to speak for him. Taking the
Oath of Allegiance to the United States could be tantamount to
being a Unionist or it could also simply signify surrender, the end
of active opposition. The oath did provide the practical benefit of
making Daniel eligible for the protection of the Union army, and
perhaps, opportunities for jobs and food rations.
In 1878, Daniel's parents were compelled to explain his military
service to the Southern Claims Commission. Congress created the
Commission in 1871 to provide a mechanism for Unionists in

30

31

Daniel Allen compiled service record. His status as a deserter is also noted in
the Census of the Department of the South conducted in November 1864. This
census implies Daniel Allen was living with his parents and younger siblings
and contains this note after his name: "Deserted from 2nd Florida Cavalry,
Feb 3rct, 1864." The differences in dates between the Confederate and Union
records could indicate that it took him some two weeks after he left his unit
to present himself to the Union military authorities in St. Augustine. "Florida
State Genealogical Society, "Census" Department of the South, November, 1864: For
Jacksonville, Fernandina and St. Augustine, Florida: Ordered by the Department of the
South, Hilton Head, South Carolina (Bowie, MD: Heritage Books, 2001), 171.
Many Confederate troops would "desert" their units to assist with plantings and
harvests, however this does not appear to be a motivation for Daniel's absence
from his unit; his family does not seem to have farmed. Due to the continuous
physical proximity of his unit to his home in St. Augustine, he would have
been vulnerable to "conflicting demands of nation and community that forced
Confederate soldiers to make tough choices" about whether to desert, either
temporarily or permanently. Peter S. Carmichael, "So Far From God, So Close
to Stonewall Jackson: The Execution of Three Shenandoah Valley Soldiers,"
The Virginia Magazine of History and Biographyl ll, no. 1 (2003): 33-66, 39.
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the South to seek compensation when either the commissary or
quartermaster departments of the Union army had taken their
property. A successful claimant had to prove that his property had
been seized and demonstrate his loyalty to the Union throughout
the war. When the bill creating the Commission was making its way
through Congress, "by far the largest part of the debate revolved
around the question of determining what constituted loyalty. " 32
The Commission's first annu~l report to Congress in 1871 stated,
"Voluntary residence in a [sic] insurrectionary State during the
war is prima facie' evidence of disloyalty, and must be rebutted
by satisfactory evidence .... "33 Yet, by its fifth annual report, the
Commission acknowledged that "the kinds and degrees of duress
and insecurity" under which loyalists lived "would determine the
extent to which individuals could demonstrate 'loyalty by word or
act"' to the Union. 34 It was arguably easier to demonstrate Unionism
inside the sifety of a garrisoned town like St. Augustine than it
would have been on the Confederate frontier of Northeast Florida.
Margaret Storey used Southern Claims Commission records
extensively in writing about Unionists in Alabama. She suggests
that the Commission considered certain acts as strong evidence
of Union sentiment, including lending assistance to men seeking
to avoid conscription, refusing to accept Confederate money,
suffering violent harassment fr_9m home guard units, or being
arrested by Confederate authorities. Such actions represented
positive evidence of active resistance to the rebel government. On
the other hand, providing "a gun to a son in the Confederate army . ..
holding Confederate office, voluntarily aiding the Confederate
military," or "exhibiting any 'cooperationist' behavior in an effort
to appease locaI secessionists and avoid violent retribution," could
be detrimental to a successful claim. 35
The .i:'Jlens had filed a claim on behalf of Daniel 's maternal
grandmother's estate in which Daniel's mother recalled her
younger son's military service:

32
33
34
35

Frank W. Klingberg, The Southern Claims Commission (Berkeley: University of
California Press, 1955) , 45 .
First General Report of the Commission of Claims, House Miscellaneous
Documents, 42nd Congress, Second Session, No. 16, page 2, quoted in Klingberg,
The Southern Claims Commission, 89.
Fifth General Report of the Commission of Claims, House Miscellaneous
Documents, 46'11 Congress, Second Session, Vol. 2, No . 30, page 2, quoted in
Storey, Loyalty and Loss, 239.
Storey, Loyalty and Loss, 239-240.
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I had one son Daniel, who was captured by a rebel captain
Stevens, and forcibly detained in his company for a short
time, but did not voluntarily perform any service for them
and escaped as soon as it was possible. He was about
17 years of age then, lives at St. Augustine. I never did
anything for his outfit or support while away. 36
While this statement does not match neatly with his_military record,
it is more accurate than her husband's testimony. In responding
to the standard interrogatory that asked whether he had any "near
relatives" in the Confederate army or navy, Darius Allen replied:
"None of my relatives were in the Confederate Service that I know
of."37

While a family member's service in the Confederate army
would not automatically disqualify a claim, it was an issue of great
interest to the Commissioners. James Allen was twenty-seven when
he joined the Confederate army. For that reason, it was far easier
for the Allens to distance themselves from James' enlistment than
from Daniel's military service. It is difficult to understand how
Daniel could go off to war with a horse and tack, and valuable
property without his family's tacit support or, at least, acquiescence.
He joined the Confederate army a full year into the conflict when
the initial excitement of the war had faded. It seems likely that his
enlistment represented a deeper motivation than the "excitement"
of war.
The Allen family's experience during the war illustrates two
themes that run through the stories of other Unionists. The
presence of a permanent Federal garrison gave individuals
protection to act on their Unionist sentiments. Further, perhaps
the best predictor of a person's loyalty during the war was his
36

37

They sought compensation on behalf of the estate for two houses she had
owned, which Federal troops had dismantled to salvage the lumber. The
lumber was used to construct barracks for troops stationed in the town. Claim
of Estate of Ann Hurlbut.
Ibid. There are at least three plausible explanations for Darius' complete
denial of his sons' military service: he lied, he was losing his memory at age
seventy-four, or there was a gross mistake in the transcr"ption of his testimony.
There were at least four civil court judgments recorded against Darius Allen in
the public records of St. Johns County, Florida, during the period 1868-1891,
with three of the four dated prior to 1880. Darius Allen gave his testimony in
1878. The judgments are evidence of the Allen family's economic distress in
the post war years and thus could provide motivation for perjury. See Chancery
Order Book B, Pages 295-296, 432, 471 and Book D, Page 36, Public Records
of St.Johns County, Florida.
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family's loyalty; in other words, families tended to stay together. 38
However, many families witnessed divided loyalties with some
family members siding with the Confederacy and others remaining
Unionists. Certainly, the Allen family's experience demonstrated
this tension, but it illustrates once again how very difficult the issue
of loyalty was for many Southerners. Questions of loyalty were
much more than political questions. They were questions about
physical safety, economic preservation, and family ties.
The experiences of a group of elite Unionists in Jacksonville were
very different than those of Darius Allen and his sons. Calvin Robinson
was a Unionist, who wrote a memoir of his experiences living in a
Confederate town, focusing primarily on the period between John
Brown's raid in 1859 and the first occupation ofJacksonville in 1862.
Robinson, a merchant from Vermont, claimed to be "doing a larger
business than had been carried on by any of the merchants then
trading" inJacksonville. He employed twelve clerks, owned two large,
two-story, brick stores, a 200-foot long warehouse, and a wharf on
Bay Street abutting the river. In his memoir, written shortly after the
war's conclusion, Robinson describes being harassed by Confederate
sympathizers, referred to as the Vigilance Committee, prior to the
arrival of Federal forces, and the steps he took to physically protect
himself, his property, and his young family. 39
Robinson indicates the treatment he received was typical of the
harassment other Unionists in Jacksonville endured, particularly
those born in the North. His memoir clearly indicates both the
shared intimidation and shared camaraderie of these Unionists,
a group he called the "Friends of the Old Flag." For example,
he describes Sunday afternoon squirrel hunts during the winter
of 1861and1862, when he and his Unionist friends would engage
in "'Union talk' freely with no one to molest or make us afraid." 40
Further, on the night before the arrival of Union forces, after being
alerted by slaves from a nearby plantation, Robinson and his friend
Phillip Fraser worked together to protect and hide their young
families from the wrath of the Vigilance Committee. 41
38

39
40
41

"Another factor that emerges as central in the cases of divided loyalties
presented here is the dynamics of family. One is struck by the extent to which
men often acted in concert with other family members in expressing their
opposition to the Confederacy and to the war." Inscoe, "Introduction," 8.
Anne Robinson Clancy, ed., A Yankee in a Confederate Town: The journal of Calvin
L.. Robinson (Sarasota, FL: Pineapple Press, Inc., 2002), 6-7, 13, 27.
Clancy, A Yankee in a Confederate Town, 11-14.
Ibid., 41-43.
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The experiences of these Jacksonville Unionists were very
similar to those of Unionists studied by Storey in North Alabama.
She describes the Alabamians' efforts at building "strategies of
resistance" to shield "themselves from secessionist abuse and
intimidation." These strategies included building support networks
among like-minded family and neighbors. One particular practice
she noted was secret neighbor gatherings, in homes or businesses,
similar to the squirrel hunting of the Jacksonville Unionists. Storey
recorded evidence of collaboration between white Unionists and
slaves, which was also seen inJacksonville. 42
When U.S. gunboats anchored in the St. Johns River off
Jacksonville on March 12, 1862, a delegation ofjubilantJacks~mville
Unionists quickly made contact with the Federal officers and began
lobbying the military to permanently occupy the city. 43 Within a
week, local Unionists held a meeting to organize themselves
and, according to Robinson, eighty-two persons registered their
attendance within two hours. The assembly formed a committee to
prepare appropriate resolutions; they soon produced a resolution
declaring their loyalty to the Union. 44
Members of the committee included John W. Price; Philip
Fraser, a lawyer originally from Pennsylvania and a slaveholder;
and Paran Moody, a slaveholder and lumberman from Maine. 45
42

43
44
45

Storey, Loyalty and Loss, 37, 47, and 51. William Warren Rogers, Jr. also
notes secret gatherings of Unionists in Montgomery both at Israel Robert's
hardware store and the dry goods establishment of George Cowles. William
Warren Rogers, Jr., "Safety Lies Only in Silence: Secrecy and Subversion in
Montgomery's Unionist Community," in Enemies of the Country, ed. John C .
Inscoe and Robert C. Kenzer (Athens: University of Georgia Press, 2001), 175.
Richard A. Martin, "Defeat in Victory: Yankee Experiences in Early Civil War
Jacksonville," Florida Historical Quarterly, 53, no. 1(July1974): 19.
New York Times, March 31, 1862.
Background information on John W. Priceis inconclusive.Judge Phillip Fraser,
originally from Pennsylvania, had lived in Florida at least since November 1843
when he married a Floridian. He served as mayor of Jacksonville in 1855 .
In 1860, he owned six slaves . 1860 U .S. Census, Duval County, Florida, Free
Inhabitants, Jacksonville District, enumeratedJune 4, 1860, National Archives
and Records Administration, Record Group 29; T. Frederick Davis, History
of Jacksonville and Vicinity (St. Augustine: Florida Historical Society, 1925),
293; 1860 U .S Census, Duval County, Florida, Slave Inhabitants, Jacksonville
Enumeration District, enumerated June 1, 1860, National Archives and
Records Administration, Record Group 29 . Paran Moody was born in Maine
about 1808. A lumberman, he lived in Florida at least by 1850 and owned 19
slaves. Ten years later he owned 8 slaves . Retreating Confederates burned his
sawmill in advance of the first occupation of Jacksonville. 1850 U. S. Census,
Duval County, Florida, Free Inhabitants, Jacksonville Enumeration District,
enumerated October 26, 1850, National Archives and Records Administration,
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Also on the committee was John Sammis, a New Yorker who had
married the mulatto daughter of Zephaniah and Anna Kingsley. As
the patriarch of one of the four wealthiest families in Duval County,
Sammis owned over 65 slaves in 1850; although by 1860 he had
divested himself of most, if not all, of them. 46 These four men,
together with Robinson and Buckingham Smith, served as Florida
delegates to the 1864 National Union (Republican) Convention. 4 7
The committee intended the proclamation to be a "solemn
protest" against the abrogatfon of their rights: "We hold that
government is a contract, in which protection is the price of
allegiance; that when protection is denied, through weakness or
design, allegiance is not longer due." They concluded that with
the arrival of Federal forces, they had been saved "from such a
despotism and from such dangers and indignities .... The reign of
terror is past. Law and order prevail in our midst." 48
A secona meeting of Unionists, including individuals from
other parts of Northeast Florida, was held injacksonville on March
24t11 , at which time a third meeting was scheduled for April 10t11 •
However, despite repeated reassurances from the Union army that
they intended to occupy the city indefinitely, the military abruptly
announced on April 7tJ that their forces would abandon the city the
next day. These Unionists, who had been harassed and threatened
by Confederates, and during the Federal occupation had so publicly
declared their opposition to the_Confederacy, had no real choice
but to evacuate with the troops. They risked the wrath of returning
Confederates if they elected to remain in Jacksonville after the
Union forces left. As a consequence, approximately four hundred
men, women, and children left with the army; some embarked for
1

46

47
48

Record Group 29; 1850 U.S. Census, Duval County, Florida, Slave Inhabitants,
Jacksonville Enumeration District, enumerated October 17, 1850, National
Archives and Records Administration, Record Group 29; 1860 U. S. Census,
Duval County, Florida, Slave Inhabitants, Jacksonville Enumeration District,
date of enumeration not given, National Archives and Records Administration,
Record Group 29; Schafer, Thunder on the River, 64.
"By the time the 1860 census was taken, Sammis had apparently sold his slave
property and invested the proceeds in other ventures. Perhaps he feared the
secessionist talk that was so common in Jacksonville by the late 1850s. His
real estate holdings in 1860 were valued at $50,000 and his personal estate
at $70,000, representing the sale of his human property." Daniel L. Schafer,
Anna Madgigine ]ai Kingsley: African Princess, Florida Slave, J>.lantation Slaveowner
(Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2003), 93.
Schafer, Thunder on the River, 240.
New York Times, March 31, 1862.
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St. Augustine, others sailed for Fernandina and ultimately for the
North. 49
Robinson, and his small cadre of friends , these "friends of the
old flag," as he called them, represent another type of Unionist
in Northeast Florida, a better educated and more prosperous
individual. Like other wealthy Unionists, they elected to remain
in Confederate Florida to protect their property. As demonstrated
in the proclamation of the loyal citizens, they- articulated their
loyalty using legal, philosophical, and historical allusions. Further,
several were able to parlay their Unionist status into government
appointments, both during and after the war. For example,
Robinson served as a special commissioner to the Southern Claims
Commission and as clerk of court to the Federal Court for the
Northern District of Florida, where his friend Philip Fraser sat as
judge. Many were influential in Reconstruction politics. However,
they shared with other Unionists in Northeast Florida the longing
for the protection of the Federal army. The arrival of the Federal
gunboats allowed them to act on their loyalty while the ships'
abrupt departure forced them to sail with the military for their own
personal safety. 50
The presence of Union forces had motivated many Jacksonville
Unionists to act; for other Unionists, however, the presence of
Confederate conscription officers provided a more significant
motivator. It was possible for Unionists to remain "perfectly
still" during the first year of the war. But with the adoption of the
Conscription Act in April 1862, the demands of the war increased
dramatically for Unionists in Florida. James McPherson, describing
conscription as the "the most unpopular act of the Confederate
government," noted, "yeoman farmers who could not buy their way
out of the army voted with their feet and escaped to the woods or
swamps." 5 1
In marked contrast to the Allens and the Jacksonville
Unionists, Jessie Townsend lived on the Confederate frontier near

49
50

51

Martin, "Defeat in Victory," 27-28.
In the 1870's Robinson served as a Special Commissioner for numerous
claims before the Southern Claims Commission, as noted throughout this
article. Schafer, Thunder on the River, 248 . Fraser served as Federal judge for
the Northern District of Florida from 1862-1876. "Biographical Directory of
Federal Judges, History of the Federal Judiciary," Federal judicial Center, www.
fjc .gov (accessed June 28 , 2012) .
James McPherson, Battle Cry of Freedom (New York: Oxford University Press,
1988), 430, 432.
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Lake Harney, in Orange County. He was old, blind, illiterate, and a
Unionist. A friend offered this description of Townsend's politics:
The old man was a strong advocate of the Union. He was a
strong Gen Jackson man, said if Old Jackson was in power
then he would put the South back in thirty days. He was
from South Carolina+ had to leave there on account of his
opposition to nullification-he was a soldier of the war of
1812-he hates South Carglina most heartily. 52
At sixty-six and disabled, Townsend was not worried about being
forced into the Confederate army, but he was worried for his son,
Charles. "I recommended him [Charles] to take to the bushes +
dropout of the service,+ I promised to feed him there ifhe would." 53
Charles lived in Duval County with his wife and two small
children. However, as the war progressed, he joined his father in
Orange Cou-n ty.
I had moved up into the woods with him to get out the way
of the service; .after 5 or 6 week the Confederate conscript
officer came along + picked me up. My father advised me
not to go, would me to lie out in the woods, said he could
feed me during the whole war . ... I studied over the matter
a good deal, + finally conclude it would be better for me to
go into the service than be Q.odging about in the weather
+anything that might come,+ so I went into the service. 54
Charles enlisted in the 2nd Florida Cavalry in March 1863 and was
either captured or deserted sometime early in 1864. 55 Charles'
vacillations were typical of ambivalent Southerners; he "studied
over the matter a good deal," presumably weighing the risk of
enlistment against the cost of avoiding the conscription officers.

52

53
54
55

This is a rare explanation for the continued loyalty of a poor Florida Unionist.
The only other example of a definitive Unionist position is the Jacksonville
Unionists' proclamation of the loyal citizens. A key distinction is that
the group that drafted that document included prominent businessmen
and professionals; Price and Fraser were both lawyers. Southern Claims
Commission, Claim #22,292: Jesse Townsend, National Archives and Records
Administration, Records Group 217, claimed December 4 , 1876.
1860 Federal Census; Townsend claim.
Townsend claim.
Townsend claim. Compiled Seroice Records of Soldiers Who Served in Organizations
from the State of Florida, Charles Townsend, National Archives and Records
Administration, Pub1ication Number M 251, Record Group 360, 1863.
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The presence of Federal gunboats adds a distinctive element to
the application of Ash's theory in Northeast Florida. Union naval
ships patrolled the St.Johns River from March 1862 until the end of
the war. This riverine warfare configured the Confederate frontier in
Clay, Putnam, and Volusia counties. Arguably, the Federal gunboats
served a similar function to land based garrisons; they acted as a
mechanism to launch raids into no-man's land and the Confederate
frontier, but also as a safe haven for would-be Unionists. George E.
Buker argues that these ships represented a "backdoor" blockade
that allowed the small garrison in St. Augustine to pacify the central
part of St.Johns County and made the east side of the river safer for
Unionists. 56 Although Eric Totten argues the interior of St. Johns
County was far from pacified, he concurs that the Federal gunboats'
control of the river allowed Union forces to raid deep into Northeast
Florida, inhibited the ability of Confederates to cross into the county,
and strangled trade. 57
In April 1862, Confederate Captain]. W. Pearson complained
"At least three-fourths of the people on the St. Johns River and
east of it are aiding and abetting the enemy; we could see them at
all times through the day communicating with the vessel [a Union
gunboat] in their small boats .... It is not safe for a small force to
be on the east side of the river .... " 58 In response, the Confederates
ordered suspected Unionists to move to the west side of the river
and inland ten miles. Moreover, they sought to destroy all small
boats along the river in order to hamper communication between
the Federal ships and Unionists. 59 While Confederate forces,
primarily elements of the Second Cavalry under ~he command
of Captain JJ. Dickison, periodically scouted and raided east of
the river, Confederate forces ultimately conceded the territory to
Union control. 60
56
57
58
59
60

Buker, "St. Augustine and the Union Blockade," 6.
Totten, "The Ancient City Occupied," 34, 63, 45 .
Totten, "The Ancient City Occupied," 9; quoting Capt. J.W. Pearson to Brig.
Gen R.F. Floyd, April 8, 1862, ORA I: 53, 233-234.
Totten, "The Ancient City Occupied," 6; quoting Lt.J. W . A. Nicholson to Flag
Officer S. F. DuPont, July 1-14, 1862, ORN I: 13, 163-164.
"He [Maj. General Patton Anderson, commanding the District of Confederate
Florida] commented that the parallelogram boun-ded by St. Augustine,
Picolata [in western St. Johns County on the St. Johns River], Jacksonville,
and the mouth of the St.Johns River was wholly within the enemy's possession
and .. .it was impossible to keep ourselves well advised of all his movements on
that side of the river." Totten, "The Ancient City Occupied," 13; quoting Maj .
Gen. Patton Anderson to Capt. H. W. Feilden, May 14, 1864, ORA I: 35, Part 1,
371.
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Emily Southwick, an English widow in St.Johns County, argued
she was forced into the Federal lines by the Confederate cavalry
operating under Dickison's command. Her husband, a Rhode
Islander, had died before the war leaving her with four children.
She owned approximately thirty acres on the west bank of the San
Sebastian River immediately outside the Federal army garrison at
St. Augustine. She raised cattle and cultivated a peach orchard and
orange trees. Her family lived in a two-story house and there were
other outbuildings on her little farm. 61
Her oldest child, Decatur,joined the St. Augustine Blues in 1861
when he was seventeen. In 1872,John Canova, in his affidavit to the
Southern Claims Commission, testified that Decatur was pressured
into volunteering, that the boy was a reluctant Confederate soldier.
His mother agreed: "My oldest son Decatur was pressed into the
rebel service; he did not want to go + I did not wish him to go.
He died soon after at Richmond, Va." In addition to having been
pressured, she implies Decatur was misled into joining: "He was
decoyed away I am satisfied. " 62
Amos Corbett testified that Dickison 's men captured him
two miles outside St. Augustine, but the rebel captain concluded
Corbett would be of little value as a soldier in that he was an
"invalid." Dickison gave him a note for Emily Southwick instructing
her to either move inside the Union garrison at St. Augustine or
"or he should [sic] carry her back into the country, beyond the St.
Johns," into the Confederate interior. The Southwicks, particularly
the youngest children, two boys, ten and twelve years old at the start
of the war, regularly crossed in and out of the Union lines, entering
and leaving St. Augustine. The implication is that the boys were
passing information to Union officers on Confederate activities.

61
62

1860 Federal Census; Southwick claim .
Southwick claim. Amelia Southwick testified that her brother Decatur died
from illness without ever having fought and without reaching the front.
Southwick claim. However, military records indicate he enlisted in Company
D, 8th Florida Infantry Regiment on January 21, 1862. He was captured at the
battle of Antietam on September 17th. He was exchanged and died of disease
at Chimborazo Hospital #4 in Richmond on October 24, 1862. His military
career lasted nine months. Hartman and Coles, Biographical Roster, 814.
Benjamin Southwick, the third child, said his mother "fretted" about his older
brother. Apparently, Mrs. Southwick traveled to Richmond to get Decatur but
it is unclear as to whether she hoped to somehow earn · his discharge from
the army or if she went to retrieve his body. Regardless, she did not find him.
Southwick claim.

Published by STARS, 2014

19

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 93 [2014], No. 1, Art. 3

20

FLORIDA HISTORICAL QUA RTERLY

The Widow Southwick explained: "The rebels were threatening me
+I was afraid to stay there." 63
James W. Allen, who testified as to Southwick's Unionist
sentiments, stated that many families were required to move either
into the Union lines or out to the Confederate interior. The fact
that Southwick chose to come into the Union lines was, for Allen,
evidence of her Unionist leanings. In the autumn of 1863, she
moved into St. Augustine with the assistance of Union troops. 64
While the gunboats helped pacify the east side of the St.Johns,
the ships provided an avenue of escape for Unionists on the we st
side of the river. The Forrister family, a multi-generational family
of free blacks, lived in Clay County, near Black Creek, farming and
tending their cattle on land the family's patriarch had purchased
from the U. S. Government. Lewis Forrister stated he and his
family had lived "perfectly still" and had never been "disturbed or
molested in anyway" (with one exception) until the end of 1862.
At that time he received word Confederate forces were poised to
seize his "good large crop. " 65 Fearing for the safety of himself and
his family, Forrister made contact with the Union gunboat Uncas;
the crew took the extended family on board and transported them
inside Union lines. 66
The Forristers had been reasonably successful living on the
Confederate frontier through the period of rising tensions leading
up to the war and then for approximately a year and a half during
the conflict. Once threatened not only with the loss of their crop
but also their freedom, the presence of Union gunboats gave them
a mechanism to act upon their Unionist sentiment.
Direct Confederate actions forced Emily Southwick and Lewis
Forrister to act. As it had motivated Jesse and Charles Townsend,
the implementation of the Confederate Conscription Act forced
Southerners along the St. Johns River to declare their Unionist
sentiments and move into Union lines. Federal gunboats and the
proximity of federal garrisons made moving into the Federal lines
a realistic option.
63
64
65

66

Southwick claim.
Ibid.
Forrister described this one incidence: "I was never disturbed or injured in any
way during the war except that ... rebel ruffians stol~ my sister in law+ 3 of her
children and 1 of my daughters and carried them up into Georgia intending
to carry them off to sell as slaves but my sister in law told on them + found
someone to take her part+ they had the men arrested+ our guardians went up
+ got them back." Forrister claim.
Ibid.
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Calvin Robinson, in his capacity as a special commissioner for
the Southern Claims Commission, acknowledged that living on the
St. Johns River was difficult during the Civil War. Commenting on
a claim from Clay County, he stated:
His location in the war was a trying one, - being on the bank
of a River opposite a union military post (1 Y2 or 2 miles
wide) where the rebel pickets were in the habit of locating
themselves to watch the movement of the force opposite,
+ where the union raiding parties landed in making their
expeditions over the rebel territory for cattle, etc. 67
Robinson's astute observation describes this dynamic fault line
between garrisons, no-man's land, and the Confederate frontier in
Northeast Florida.
A netwo_!k of Unionists, including the Moses Prescott, James
Taylor and Bird Knowles families, lived near Magnolia on the St.
Johns River in Clay County, in the general vicinity of the Lewis
Forrister homestead. 68 These families had migrated from Georgia
prior to the war and at least the principal members of the families
were illiterate. 69 They were a part of an extended network of
Unionists who supported one another and gave active assistance
to Union forces .

67

68

69

Southern Claims Commission, Claim #11,831, William A. D. Roberts, National
Archives and Records Administration, Publication #Ml407, claimed February
23, 1872.
The Prescott extended family in the Magnolia area consisted of four
generations. Mila Prescott's father and sister remained in Clay County when
the rest of the family left for St. Augustine. Her brothers, Royal and William
Roberts, lived in the vicinity as did a cousin, Joseph Booker. Mila anO. her
husband Moses had at least two married daughters and two draft age sons.
Both sons-in-law had deserted from the Confederate army. One Prescott son
had died during the war years, but Moses and his remaining son hid until
they could separately make their escape to the east side of the St. Johns River.
Mila later made her way across the St.Johns with six children, some of whom
appear to have been her grandchildren. Her married daughters and sons-inlaw had preceded her in crossing to the east side of the river. James Taylor
was the son-in-law of Bird Knowles. Southern Claims Commission, Claim
#10,137, Moses Prescott and Claim #11,089, James Taylor, National Archives
and Records Administration, Records Group 217, claimed November 18, 1871
and December 5, 1877 respectively; Claim of William A. D. Roberts . Daniel L.
Schafer has also identified this small cadre of Unionists in Magnolia. Schafer,
Thunder on the River, 35.
Miiia Prescott, James Taylor, and Bird Knowles all signed documents in their
respective files before the Southern Claims Commission with their mark, as
did substantially all of their witnesses . Prescott, Taylor, and Knowles claims.
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Their claims before the Southern Claims Commission describe
the conscription (or perceived threatened conscription) of their
men into the Confederate army. The claims also describe the
men's subsequent desertion from the army, the deserters' "laying
out" and "dodging about" in their efforts to hide in the swamps,
and the active material support of their families to hide and protect
them. Further, the claims describe the famili~s' -escapes across the
St. Johns River to the sanctuary of the Union lines. Subsequently,
several family ;.ill.embers actively supported the Union army as
scouts and in other occupations. 70
Bird Knowles' testimony before the Southern Claims
Commission described a common experience for these families:
Two of my sons were conscripted into the Confederate
Army + did not stay longer than they could get a chance
to get away. Then I harbored them in the woods + fed
them eleven months before the union troops came near
enough to venture to get to them+ then they went to the
union troops + were with them the rest of the time acting
as guides. 71
Historian Storey, as discussed above, describes resistance
strategies developed by Unionists based upon support networks of
like-minded individuals. These networks included neighborhood
networks as seen inJacksonville, but also family networks as clearly
seen among these Magnolia Unionists. While freely admitting that
Unionists were not unique in relying upon family in times of trouble
and further that Confederates relied upon family just as Unionists,
Storey argues that for Unionists, family was "the primary buffer
between their principles and the corrosive effect of intimidation
70
71

Ibid.
Bird Knowles' claim file provides small glimpses of Unionist life in Clay County.
He loaned an oxen to the wife of a Confederate deserter so she could "make
a little corn." Rebel troops threatened to kill the ox in retaliation although
Knowles claimed not to have been deterred . Throughout the war, rebels stole
his cattle and hogs . He describes one incident: "some three or four weeks
before the surrender" while he was in the field , "rebels drove my wife from
the house + took many things from the heuse -.: His son described another
event: "At one time early in the war we were up at Middleburg + the secech
wanted we should help them fill up Black Creek with brush so the gunboats
could not come up there. He [Bird Knowles] told them he was not going to
have anything to do with it." Bird Knowles Claim. Richard Germond testified
that the Confederates took his "haul out" chain, a heavy chain used to pull logs
from the river and into his sawmill, in order to anchor obstructions in the St.
Marys River to impede Federal gunboats. Germond Claim.
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by a hostile majority." 72 The Prescotts, Taylors and Knowles used
their family network to facilitate either their desertion from the
Confederate army or their avoidance of conscription officers, to be
materially supported while they hid waiting for an opportunity to
cross over the St. Johns to the protection of the Union army, and
for the physical support in crossing the river.
Other Florida Unionists, not subject to the draft due to age,
helped young men avoid the Conscription Act or helped deserters
come in to the Federal lines. Claimants before the Southern Claims
Commission pointed to such actions as strong evidence of their
Unionist sentiments. As noted by Storey, the Commission looked
favorably on such evidence. Richard Germond and David Jackson
owned and operated a sawmill at Kings Ferry, Florida, on the St.
Marys River in Nassau County. Kings Ferry, for much of the war, was
situated on the Confederate frontier. While neither man was subject
to conscription due to their age, they were keenly aware of the risk
the war imposed on young men. Both were Northerners; Germond
was a New Yorker and his partner was originally from Maine.
John Fraser testified thatJackson had both advised and actively
assisted two young men, Mainers like Jackson, to leave the Sou th and
go home. Fraser said 'Jackson advised him to get within the Union
lines and to go North and in that way avoid being conscripted into
the Confederate Army+ did all he could to facilitate his escape." 73
George Peoples testified that he had enlisted in the
Confederate army out of fear of being conscripted. "I was a soldier
in the Confederate army. I volunteered for the purpose of joining
a regiment stationed in my neighborhood in preference to being
conscripted and sent to some distant point." Peoples deserted in
the summer of 1863; Germond provided him a boat to float down
the St. Marys to the Federal garrison at Fernandina. 74
Southerners trying to live between Union forces and
Confederates, with all of their myriad differences, perhaps shared
one trait in common: a desire to be left alone. Caught in the
middle, sometimes without clear political leanings or tied down by
conflicting personal and geographic demands, they could either
not decide where to go or were hindered in their ability to move.
The war put them in this bind, and yet, the war ultimately required
them to act. For many the possibility of conscription of their men,
72
73
74

Storey, Loyalty and Loss, 37-38.
Germond Claim.
In like fashion, he helpedjohn B.Jones desert injanuary 1865 . Ibid.
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whether their sons, husbands, fathers, or brothers, forced them
to decide. For others the imperative of protecting themselves,
their family, and their property motivated them to decide . For
Southern Unionists in Northeast Florida , the presence of Federal
garrisons and Union gunboats on the St. Johns River gave them
a physical place to move towards where, perhaps, they could find
the sanctuary they needed to protect themseh~es ; their family, and
maybe their property. Despite their best efforts to lie perfectly still,
the war forced them to act.
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